
 

 

CHURCH HIRE 

 

St Cuthbert’s is available to hire for children’s parties on Saturday  
afternoons. For this, and for all other Church hire information, please 

contact Janet on 07805 694796 or jalhadithi@yahoo.co.uk 

 

www.stcuthbertschurch.weebly.com 

 

  



 

 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 
 

Hello! I am delighted to meet you all. 
 

 

I am Rev Laura Leatherbarrow and I hope to see many of 
you in the coming months and years now that I have  
become the  Vicar for St Cuthbert’s Church. Its fantas-
tic to know how much the community and Church work  
together for the common good, and I hope you will enjoy 
the events, such as Lanterns of Peace and Blessing—with 
Carol singing galore, early in Advent, and of course our 

social media activity #photoadvent, where you will find prompts for each 
day as we travel towards Christmas. There is also Nine lessons and  
Carols (think Kings on BBC2) - A bit of peace perhaps in all the busyness, 
and Christingle which lights up children’s and adults faces alike. As  
always, there is midnight service and of course Christmas morning to 
come and celebrate as a community that Christmas has ‘arrived’. 
 

Christmas is nearly on us and I wonder does that fill you with joy, or 
with dread, or is it a mixture of the two? Christmas is supposed to be a 
time when we celebrate Christ being born and sentiments of peace, love, 
and goodwill should predominate. It can be a time of family reunions, 
fun, laughter, generosity and of present exchanging; and above all, it 
should be a time of joyful celebration of the birth of Jesus. However, 
for many, it is a time of great loneliness and sadness; it can also be a 
time of tension, anger, illness – and above all, debt. The expectations are 
replaced by anti-climax and the good intentions by recriminations and 
rows. Yet it doesn’t have to be like this. Throughout most of the  
western world, we appear to have forgotten one basic thing: ‘The Magi’ 
in the story, were presenting gifts to Jesus, not to each other. There is 
no scriptural justification, for the frenetic commercialisation in which 
we indulge, in the run up to Christmas.   
 

Yet we all get caught up trying to make a perfect Christmas and if this 
is you, you’re not alone. I bought into it for a long time too. Although I 
love Christmas, (for obvious reasons), I too make a stand, and I agree 
with Martin Lewis from moneysupermarket.com (’reduce unnecessary 
gift giving, reduce the burden of spending, give to charities instead’). My 
Husband and I buy virtual presents for each member of the family, and 
the stress to get the exact present or one that seemed ‘worthy’ enough 
for them, has gone.    

 

  

 
The money is spent on a charity gift instead of the family member 
themselves, by doing this some of the poorest families in the world 
have benefited in the Christmas celebration instead. By taking stock of 
our own spending, and giving a similar amount to charity, especially 
those working with the lonely, homeless, and the destitute, we can 
make a huge difference to poverty, wherever it occurs. It will also 
make the festive season a lot less stressful and more enjoyable for us 
too. Of course, this might not be for you, but I would suggest that 
something that has thought put behind it instead of huge amounts of 
money might be more appreciated, and the less ‘tat’ that we get this 
Christmas would also be kind to the environment too.  So perhaps you 
will give it a try. Whatever you decide to do please remember that God 
sent Jesus to us, because God loves each and everyone of us. That’s 
what’s important at Christmas, Love, not gifts! And, dear reader, please 
know that you are dearly loved this Christmastide. 
 
 

Christ’s light shines in the darkness and the light can never be extin-
guished. So I wish you a pleasant and happy Christmas and in the words 
of Tiny Tim - God bless us, everyone, this Christmas and in the coming 
year.  
 

Happy Christmas and see you soon! 
 

Rev’d Laura Leatherbarrow 

Rev Laura Leatherbarrow 

For all church related enquiries 
(inc. Foodbank vouchers) please  

contact Rev Laura on  
0151 549 2202  

revlauraleatherbarrow@gmail.com 

 

BAPTISMS 

For information regarding  

baptisms please contact  

Janet Spencer on  

07788 644196 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

St Cuthbert's PASTORAL CARE TEAM is available to anyone.  If you, or 
someone you know, is in need of support (or just someone to talk to) then 

please contact our Pastoral Team via StCpastoralcare@hotmail.com  

or 0151 549 2202 and we will be in touch. Whilst not qualified  

therapists or counsellors our Pastoral Care Team are trained volunteers 
available to listen to you and offer confidential support whatever you are 

going through.  You are not alone.   

www.stcuthbertschurch.weebly.com 



 

 

 Lanterns of Peace and blessing:  Please do make a lantern and join 
us at this event as we send out a message of peace and blessings to our 
community. Meet us on Wednesday 5th of December at 5pm at  

Emmaus School gates, where St Cuthbert's Church, Emmaus school, 
with the local uniformed organisations, will meet to do a torchlight  

procession around the perimeter of the estate. This will include  

singing Carols and bringing a visual blessing of peace to our community. 
Children will be making special lanterns (filled with battery tealights or 
Glowsticks) to shine on the night. Children and adults in our community 
can join us on this spectacular event for peace from anywhere on the 
Fir tree Drive North to South route. The walk will take no more than an 
hour and will end at St Cuthbert’s Church with Refreshments for 
all. We are honoured that the event will be opened by Bishop Bev, the 
new Bishop of Warrington who will come and open with a prayer for our 
community. EVERYONE is welcome-we look forward to seeing you! 

Challenge No.1 ‘Hugs in Boxes’ 

Please could you donate a shoe box sized  

container/ basket or box , filled with a 

Christmas cake, a Christmas pudding (non 

alcohol please) some chocolate (nice 

please not ‘no frills’) and then a nice small 

present such as hand-cream / shampoo 

/bath oil etc. Choose doing single women/

man or family and make the gift  

appropriate - for instance aftershave for a 

male or perhaps some PJs for children.  

These will be delivered on the Sunday 

before Christmas to those families who 

perhaps are having a tough time through, 

illness / health issues, or family concerns 

or monetary problems to name a few who 

just need to know that people care  about   

  them this Christmastime and  beyond. 
    

                 

Challenge No.2  ‘Posh Hampers’ 

Could you donate items (non-alcoholic) to 
make POSH HAMPERS for Christmas? 
These will also be delivered to those in 
need this Christmas - Thank you! 
 

Suggestions: 
Decent size tin of ham 
Posh teabags / posh coffee 
Nice jam / marmalade 
Tin of Red Salmon 
Some easy Tilda rice - different flavours. 
Chocolate 
Fruit in syrup 
Posh crisps 
Christmas cake / other flavour cake. 
Christmas pudding / syrup pudding. 
Nice biscuits 
Biscuits for cheese 
Popcorn 
Mince pies / Panettone  
Schloer (or similar) 

*Any other suggestions of your own! 

CALLING ALL ST CUTHBERT'S PARISHIONERS! 
Could you help us make some family’s Christmas really SPECIAL? 

Thank you – in advance – for all your generosity! 

 

  

Do you like to take pictures with your phone? Do you like taking  
pictures with your family? Then here's a challenge! Can you take a 
photo each day from Monday 3rd Advent to help us wait together 

for Christ's Birth? You can either use the word as prompt and 
then post your picture with #stcuthbert #photoadvent or read 

the bible passage then use the reading to help prompt you to take 
your photo - again posting to #stcuthberts #photoadvent. The 

hashtags are really important or we won’t be able to see the  
pictures you’re posting. Post to Facebook/twitter/ Instagram and 

help us to spread the real message of Christmas this Advent. I 
look forward to seeing all the pictures in the lead up to Christmas. 
Please share the picture below which you can find on our Facebook 

page - share with friends far and wide and let’s journey to  
Christmas together. #FOLLOWTHESTAR   

www.stcuthbertschurch.weebly.com 



 

 

Baby Yoga & Massage Classes are 

designed to strengthen the bond  

between you and baby. Stimulating their  

senses and supporting transition between  

milestones. Classes are available at  

St Cuthbert’s on Thursday mornings.  

For booking and further information  

contact Kerry on 07972 772600 

The Silver Line 

0800 4 70 80 90 
The Silver Line is the only FREE  

confidential helpline providing 
Information, friendship and  

advice to older people, open 
24/7, 365 days a year. 

www.thesilverline.org.uk 

CITIZEN'S ADVICE BUREAU 

138 Scargreen Avenue,  

Norris Green, L11 3BE 

0151 287 1300  

 
Merseyside Welfare Rights 

35-37 Bold St , Liverpool L1 4DN  
0151 709 0504  

Citizen's Support Scheme 
Helps vulnerable people and 
people on a low income meet 

their needs for food and  
essential items, furniture or 

white goods.  
via Liverpool City Council on  

0800 456 1523   
Mon-Fri 8am –8pm 

 
 
 

Whatever you're going through, 
call FREE any time, from any 

phone on 116 123. 
Available round the clock, 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year.  

 

  

 

The Christingle collections, taken during the 
services raise millions of pounds to support the 
Children's society work with young people and 
help to bring hope and love to the hearts of 
children who feel ignored, sanctuary to the 
lives of those who feel unsafe, and peace to 
the minds of young  people who feel like they  

simply don’t matter. Last year the Children's society worked with 13,000 
children and young people between the ages of 10 and 18, children and 
young people who have had traumatic experiences, who aren’t seen, 
aren’t understood, and help them to find the strength they need to cope. 
Through a simple service here on the estate, the money raised helps to 
bring together what’s needed to help children lead the life they should 
have and realise their potential. That's what attending a Christingle 
means, it means through fun and joy, as you listen to the real story of 
Christmas unfold, the money raised helps children in Need.  
                   www.childrenssociety.org.uk 

Place2B 

Do you feel alone? Do you 

struggle to meet people? Do 

you want a safe space to just 

be yourself? Do you want to 

meet friends in a comfortable 

space? Then Place2B is for 

you and for many others 

too!  Place2B is a community 

cafe with a difference - yes 

food and beverages are avail-

able but they are free. We 

have crafting tables, Games 

tables and people there who 

will listen to your story. We will also be linking up with local providers of 

health and well-being services, and throughout the year, different cours-

es and events will be available, with a focus on mental health and well-

being, and those who are suffering from loneliness. So come along we 

are open Mondays 11:30 - 2 pm. You will be sure of a great  welcome. 

 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/stcuthchurch/ 
Find us on Twitter: twitter.com/StCuthChurch 


